
 
 
 

 
 

English Language Arts Curriculum: 
Grades 9 & 10 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The following maps outline the Common Core Standards for grades 9-10 English Language Arts determined by the State Standards Initiative.  
Below is a list of assessment tools that are recommended for tracking student progress in these areas. In addition, resources that can be used in 
conjunction with instruction of these standards are provided but not limited to the list below.   
 
Assessment:  
Reading Literature and Informational Text   Writing and Language       
End of story tests (multiple choice, open ended)  Journal Entries      
End of Unit/Theme Assessments    Writing Process Pieces     
End of Book Activities      End of Book Activities      
Comprehension: illustrations, sentences   Persuasive Writing: Opinion Piece    
Multimedia presentation (PowerPoint)                                  Speculative Writing 
                   Informative/Explanatory Writing 
         Narrative Writing       
         Research Writing  
                   Proofreading/Editing 
    
References:  
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/writing/grade-2/ 
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 
Common Core Exemplars: http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf 
                       
Websites: 
www.brainpop.com   
www.spellingcity.com 
www.studyisland.com   
www.scholastic.com 
www.readwritethink.org  
www.learn360.com   
www.edmoto.com                   
www.inspiration.com   
www.glogster.com  
www.wordpress.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Language Arts Curriculum: Grades 9 & 10  
Reading Standards for Literature  

 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use text to support an interpretation?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                            
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
Standard: RL. 9-10.1 
Vocabulary: explicit,  textual evidence, inference, denotation, connotation, figurative language, analysis  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
1. Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. 
 

• Examine textual evidence that 
supports the text, annotate text 

• Distinguish between what is 
explicit and what is inferred  

• Use explicit evidence from the 
text to make connections and 
support inferences 

• Analyze relevant denotative, 
connotative, and figurative 
language 

• Analyze and evaluate available 
evidence for thoroughness, 
completeness, and relevance 
 

• Model how to do a close analysis of a 
passage  

• Teach annotation strategies (i.e. 
highlighting, post-its, underlining)  

• Model how to identify evidence in text 
that supports analysis  

• Demonstrate and guide how to make 
connections between evidence in the 
text and use these connections to 
support inferences  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers determine the message the author is trying to convey?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                  
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
Standard: RL. 9-10.2 
Vocabulary: theme, central idea, objective summary  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
2. Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text and 
analyze in detail its 
development over the 
course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the 
text. 

• Identify theme or central idea 
of a text and how it develops 

• Analyze ideas, literary 
techniques, and specific 
details that develop the 
theme over the course of the 
text 

• Objectively summarize a text 
by including the appropriate 
details 

• Review how to determine a theme 
or central idea  

• Teach students to determine how 
the theme develops by analyzing 
events of the text  

• Review how to write an objective 
summary   

 

Students analyze in detail the 
theme of relationships between 
mothers and daughters and how 
that theme develops over the 
course of Amy Tan’s The Joy 
Luck Club. Students search the 
text for specific details that show 
how the theme emerges and 
how it is shaped and refined 
over the course of the novel.  

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers determine how characters, events, and ideas develop and interact? 
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
Standard: RL. 9-10.3 
Vocabulary: character development, plot, theme, analyze, evaluate  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
3. Analyze how complex 
characters (e.g., those with 
multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over 
the course of a text, interact 
with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop 
the theme. 
 

• Analyze and explain how 
complex characters develop, 
interact, and change over 
the course of a text.  

• Analyze, explain, and 
evaluate the impact of 
complex characters on 
advancing the plot and 
developing the theme in a 
text.  

 

• Model how to map the development 
of a character through the text (i.e. 
character analysis graphic 
organizer)  

• Teach students to make 
connections between character 
development/interactions and the 
author’s plot or theme  

• Guide students to evaluate author’s 
portrayal of characters to advance 
the plot or develop the theme  

Students analyze how the 
character of Odysseus from 
Homer’s Odyssey- a “man of 
twists and turns”- reflects 
conflicting motivations through 
his interactions with other 
characters in the epic poem. 
They articulate how his 
conflicting loyalties during his 
long and complicated journey 
home from the Trojan War both 
advance the plot of Homer’s 
epic and develop themes.   



 
Essential Question(s): How do readers interpret the author’s use of language?    
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, 
and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
Standard: RL. 9-10.4 
Vocabulary: context clues, figurative meaning, connotative meaning, tone 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
4. Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language 
evokes a sense of time and 
place; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone).  
 

• Use context clues to 
determine meaning of words 
and phrases 

• Define and explain meaning 
of words and phrases  

• Analyze and explain how an 
author uses techniques to 
establish and maintain a 
specific literary style and 
tone.  

• Analyze and explain the 
cumulative impact of an 
author's deliberate 
manipulation of language 
(imagery, diction, structure) 
on meaning and tone.  

 

• Review figurative and connotative 
meanings of words  

• Provide examples of using context 
clues to make determinations of word 
meaning 

• Explain how authors use word choice 
to impact meaning and establish tone 
- i.e. How Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

uses language to evoke setting in 
The Hound of the Baskervilles  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers use text structure to understand meaning?   
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
Standard: RL. 9-10.5 
Vocabulary: genre, flashback, parallel plots, pacing, tension  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
5. Analyze how an author’s 
choices concerning how to 
structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and 
manipulate time (e.g., 
pacing, flashbacks) create 
such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. 
 

• Identify and explain the structural 
characteristics of complex 
narrative texts and use those 
characteristics when interpreting 
texts.  

• Analyze and explain how an 
author deliberately manipulates 
text structures, orders events, and 
uses elements of time to create a 
specific effect and mood.  
 

• Model how to analyze text structure 
including order of events, 
manipulation of time, and creation of 
effects  

• Guide students in determining how 
the author’s choices affect the 
overall narrative structure.   
 

Students analyze how 
Michael Shaara in his Civil 
War novel The Killer 
Angels creates a sense of 
tension and even surprise 
regarding the outcome of 
events at the Battle of 
Gettysburg through pacing, 
ordering of events, and the 
overarching structure of 
the novel. 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers analyze point of view and/or purpose?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                 
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Standard: RL. 9-10.6 
Vocabulary: point of view, cultural experience, analyze  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
6. Analyze a particular point 
of view or cultural 
experience reflected in a 
work of literature from 
outside the United States, 
drawing on a wide reading 
of world literature. 
 

• Understand, appreciate, and make 
connections with different cultures 
and points of view.  

• Identify, analyze and explain the 
influence, effect, or impact of 
historical and/or cultural 
experience on narrative text.  

• Analyze the significance and 
effect of the author’s point of view 
and biographical experiences on 
narrative text.  

• Expose students to literature from 
cultures outside of the United States  

• Review how to determine point of 
view of a text 

• Help students to identify how the 
author reflects cultural experiences 

• Teach students to analyze how the 
author uses point of view and 
cultural experiences  to develop the 
content and style of the text  
 

 



 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use illustrations to understand the text?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in 
words.* 
Standard: RL. 9-10.7 
Vocabulary: artistic forms, artistic mediums, analyze 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
7. Analyze the 
representation of a subject 
or a key scene in two 
different artistic mediums, 
including what is 
emphasized or absent in 
each treatment (e.g., 
Auden’s “Musée des Beaux 
Arts” and Breughel’s 
Landscape with the Fall of 
Icarus). 
 

• Compare and contrast significant 
ideas between two different artistic 
mediums.  

• Analyze and evaluate the author’s 
choice of details to include and 
exclude in order to convey 
meaning in print and non-print 
text.  

• Analyze and evaluate the 
effectiveness of organization and 
structure in order to accomplish a 
purpose in print and non-print text.  

 

• Model the behaviors of a strategic 
reader, listener, or viewer of a 
variety of literary and artistic forms 
including print, film, painting, 
sculpture, photography, and music.  
- Noting use of details, point of 

view, perspective, use of light, 
emphasis, scale, etc.  
 

 

Students analyze how 
artistic representations of 
Ramses II (the pharaoh 
who reigned during the 
time of Moses) vary, 
basing their analysis on 
what is emphasized or 
absent in different 
treatments of the pharaoh 
in works of art (e.g. images 
in the British Museum) and 
in Percy Bysshe Shelley’s 
poem “Ozymandias.”  
 

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers determine and make meaning of the arguments/claims presented in a text? 
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
Standard: RL. 9-10.8 
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
8. (Not applicable to 
literature)  
 

   

 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers make connections between texts?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the 
authors take. 
Standard: RL. 9-10.9 
Vocabulary: source material  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
9. Analyze how an author 
draws on and transforms 
source material in a specific 
work (e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme 
or topic from Ovid or the 
Bible or how a later author 
draws on a play by 
Shakespeare). 
 

• Demonstrate 
understanding of how 
certain literary themes 
transcend time.  

• Analyze specific universal 
themes of the human 
condition and how they are 
conveyed and interpreted 
by different authors.  

 

• Provide exposure to books and films  which 
draw on similar content or theme  

• Have students compare and contrast  the 
content of an earlier work to a later work 

• Teach students to analyze how knowledge 
of the earlier work promotes understanding 
of the later work  
 

Students analyze how the 
Japanese filmmaker Akira 
Kurosawa in the film 
“Throne of Blood” draws 
on and transforms 
Shakespeare’s play 
Macbeth in order to 
develop a similar plot set in 
feudal Japan.  

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use comprehension strategies to improve understanding of text? 
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                 
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
Anchor Standard 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
Standard: RL. 9-10.10 
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
10. By the end of grade 9, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 
text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. 
 
By the end of grade 10, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of 
the grades 9–10 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

• Read a variety of 
genres 

• Read literature 
varying in complexity 

• Expose students to a variety of 
genres  

• Expose students to literature varying 
in complexity  

• Scaffold reading and 
comprehension as needed 

 



Language Arts Curriculum: Grades 9 & 10 
Reading Standards for Informational Text  

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use text to support answers to questions?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text  
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
Standard: RI. 9-10.1 
Vocabulary:  explicitly, inferences, implied 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
1. Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. 
 

• Identify key information 
from the text 

• Develop and support 
inferences with information 
from the text 

• Use evidence from text to 
support analysis of text 

• Interpret information 
presented graphically 

• Demonstrate proper note taking techniques 
• Ask questions to elicit prior knowledge 
• Use prior knowledge to draw conclusion 

based on new information drawn from text 
 

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers use key details from the text to support the main idea?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
Standard: RI. 9-10.2 
Vocabulary: central idea, objective summary 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
2. Determine a central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the 
text. 

• Identify theme or central idea 
of a text and how it develops 

• Analyze ideas, literary 
techniques, and specific 
details that develop the theme 
over the course of the text 

 Objectively summarize a text 
by including the appropriate 
details 

 Review how to determine a theme or 
central idea  

 Teach students to analyze events of the 
text to determine how the theme 
develops  

 Review how to objectively  summarize 
text in a variety of formats   

 

 



 
Essential Question(s): How do readers make connections between concepts in a text?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
Standard: RI. 9-10.3 
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
3. Analyze how the author 
unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which 
the points are made, how 
they are introduced and 
developed, and the 
connections that are drawn 
between them. 
 

• Identify how the author 
organizes complex ideas 
or events (i.e. 
chronologically, according 
to priority, cause & effect) 

• Analyze and explain the 
connections made 
between the key elements 
in the text 

• Provide examples of various 
methods of organizing text 

• Provide opportunities for students to 
analyze connections in a text 

Students analyze how Abraham 
Lincoln in his “Second Inaugural 
Address” unfolds his examination 
of the ideas that led to the Civil 
War, paying particular attention to 
the order in which the points are 
made, how Lincoln introduces and 
develops his points, and the 
connection that are drawn 
between them.  

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers determine the meaning and use of content specific vocabulary?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, 
and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
Standard: RI. 9-10.4 
Vocabulary: tone, connotation, denotation 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
4. Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language of 
a court opinion differs from that 
of a newspaper). 

• Use context clues to explore the 
meanings of words 

• Analyze the meanings of 
colloquialisms, idioms, figurative 
language, and other words and 
phrases as they are used in 
context and influence text 
meaning and tone  

• Identify and analyze how 
specific word choices affect 
meaning and tone 

• Use examples to demonstrate how 
word choice affect meaning and tone 

• Have students identify words in text 
that create meaning and tone 

• Facilitate discussion to determine 
impact of specific word choice on 
meaning and tone 
 

 



 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use text features to locate information?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
Standard: RI. 9-10.5 
Vocabulary: text structure 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
5. Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a 
section or chapter). 
 

• Describe the structure of 
an argument  

• Identify its claims and 
evidence 

• Analyze the effect of 
structural characteristics 
on meaning and/or 
purpose in an informational 
text. 
 

• Provide examples of various text structures 
• Guide students through analysis of text 

structure 
• Facilitate discussion that will provide 

alternative ways in which the text could be 
structured 
 

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers analyze point of view and/or purpose?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Standard: RI. 9-10.6 
Vocabulary: point of view, rhetorical device, rhetoric 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
6. Determine an author’s 
point of view or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view 
or purpose. 
 

• Identify the author’s 
purpose and point of view 

• Identify the rhetorical 
devices used in text 

• Recognize use of 
rhetorical devices in the 
text  

• Analyze how the author’s 
use of rhetoric advances 
the author’s point of view 
or purpose 

• Review how to determine the author’s 
purpose and point of view 

• Review rhetorical devices  
• Have students identify the author’s use of 

rhetoric in the text 
• Facilitate a discussion on how the author’s 

use of rhetoric advanced the author’s point 
of view or purpose  

Students determine the 
purpose and point of view 
in Martin Luther King Jr.’s, 
“I Have a Dream” speech 
and analyze how King 
uses rhetoric to advance 
his position. 
 



 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use information from illustrations and text to demonstrate understanding?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 7: Integrate	  and	  evaluate	  content	  presented	  in	  diverse	  media	  and	  formats,	  including	  visually	  and	  quantitatively,	  as	  well	  as	  in	  words.*	  
Standard: RI. 9-10.7 
Vocabulary: medium, subject 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
7. Analyze various accounts 
of a subject told in different 
mediums (e.g., a person’s life 
story in both print and 
multimedia), determining 
which details are emphasized 
in each account. 
 

• Compare various 
accounts of a subject  

• Discuss how each 
medium affects the 
author’s use of details 

• Provide subject in various mediums 
• Review the purpose of each medium (i.e. 

speeches-to influence, movies-to entertain, 
newspapers-to inform) 

• Provide opportunities for students to 
evaluate the details emphasized in each 
account 

 

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers determine and make meaning of the arguments/claims presented in a text?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
Standard: RI. 9-10.8 
Vocabulary: delineate, fallacy 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
8. Delineate and evaluate 
the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is 
valid and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements 
and fallacious reasoning. 
 

• Identify author’s claim 
• Evaluate its validity based 

on evidence and reasoning 
provided  

• Differentiate between valid 
and invalid claims & 
evidence 

• Review the elements of a logical argument 
i.e. fact/opinion, logical fallacy 

• Provide models of well-argued points 
• Provide examples of fallacious arguments 
• Provide opportunities for the students to 

evaluate claims and evidence  
 

Students evaluate the 
argument and specific 
claims about the “spirit of 
liberty” in Learned Hand’s 
“I Am an American Day 
Address.” Assessing the 
relevance and sufficiency 
of the evidence and the 
validity of his reasoning.  
 

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers make connections or determine differences and/or similarities among texts of the same topic?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                            
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the 
authors take. 
Standard: RI. 9-10.9 
Vocabulary: seminal U.S. documents 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
9. Analyze seminal U.S. documents 
of historical and literary significance 
(e.g., Washington’s Farewell 
Address, the Gettysburg Address, 
Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, 
King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), 
including how they address related 
themes and concepts. 
 

• Analyze and explain the 
historical, cultural, and 
literary significance of 
specific seminal U. S. 
documents.  

• Identify and explain themes 
and concepts common to 
specific time periods in 
American history.  

• Compare, contrast and 
analyze the treatment of 
related themes and 
concepts in seminal U.S. 
documents.  

 

• Provide and examine specific seminal 
U.S. documents with similar themes 

• Review the relevant historical context 
within which the document was created 

• Provide opportunities for students to 
analyze related themes and concepts in 
seminal U.S. documents 

Students compare George 
Washington’s Farewell 
Address to other foreign 
policy statements such as 
the Monroe Doctrine, and 
analyze how both texts 
address similar themes 
and concepts regarding 
“entangling alliances”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers understand information texts in all subject areas?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
Anchor Standard 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
Standard: RI. 9-10.10 
Vocabulary:  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
10. By the end of grade 9, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grades 9–10 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 
 
By the end of grade 10, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction at the 
high end of the grades 9–10 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

• Comprehend 
informational text at 
grade level proficiency  

• Expose students to grade level 
informational text  

• Scaffold reading and comprehension as 
needed 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language Arts Curriculum: Grades 9 & 10 



Writing 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers use valid evidence to support claims?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Writing   
CCR Anchor Standard: Text Types and Purpose 
Anchor Standard 1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 
Standard: W. 9-10.1 
Vocabulary: theme, thesis, counterclaim, textual evidence, syntax, structure, diction, credible source 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise 
claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create 
an organization that 
establishes clear 
relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

• Consider material 
presented to identify 
arguments 

• Evaluate arguments for 
sufficient evidence 

• Develop thesis statement 
for strongest argument 

• State three ideas in 
support of thesis statement 

• Compose an introductory 
paragraph that defends the 
selected argument while 
asserting recognition of 
counterclaims 

• Establish a connection 
between the argument and 
its counterclaims 

• Initiate class brainstorm, listing, and 
discussion of universal themes relevant to 
and supported by reading material 

• Create and monitor small group activity 
where each group finds at least three 
modes of textual support and one opposing 
argument for one of the recognized themes 

• Facilitate group presentations of  findings to 
class  

• Model sample thesis statement and provide 
skeletal structures of a variety of thesis 
statements 

• Review and assess student compositions of 
introductory paragraph checking for 
context, syntax, and accuracy of claims and 
counterclaims 

 

b. Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims fairly, 
supplying evidence for each 
while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of 
both in a manner that 
anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level and 
concerns. 
 
 

• Select textual evidence in 
support of claims and 
counterclaims 

• Outline items of greatest 
support for all recognized 
claims and counterclaims 

• Demonstrate relevant 
connections between 
selected support and 
thesis statement  

• Generate a model thesis statement 
developed by the class 

• Direct students to find one piece of textual 
evidence that supports the  sample thesis 
statement and one that refutes it based on 
multiple, credible secondary sources 

• Facilitate class discussion to evaluate 
strength of validity of found evidence 

• Evaluate students’ independent findings in 
support and refute of individual thesis 
statements  

 

c. Use words, phrases, and • Use accurate diction, • Develop and distribute a rubric for draft that  



clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and 
evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 
 

syntax and structure to 
present claims and 
counterclaims 

• Compose paragraphs in a 
style that is fluent, well-
organized, and well-
supported 

• Demonstrate clear 
recognition of the 
relationships between the 
work, the theme, the 
claims, and the 
counterclaims in defense 
of thesis statement 

addresses the content and composition 
requirements for students to use in self-
assessment of writing 

• Conference with each student to evaluate 
the style and contents of written work 

• Provide feedback for students to apply 
when making revisions and edits to improve 
writing 

d. Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they 
are writing. 

• Illustrate proficiency of 
required writing format 

• Apply knowledge of the 
rules of writing style and 
mechanics 

• Conduct a peer review activity for students 
to evaluate the writing of others and receive 
feedback for their independent writings 

 

e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows from and supports 
the argument presented. 
 

• Synthesize presented 
evidence and identified 
theme in a conclusive, 
relevant manner 

• Review, evaluate, and assess students’ 
writings for accuracy of contents, 
comprehension, and presentation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do writers explore topics and convey ideas?   
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Text Types and Purpose 
Anchor Standard 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
Standard: W. 9-10.2 
Vocabulary: transition words, visuals, diction, audience, citation, fluency, credible/non-credible sources 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content.  
a. Introduce a topic; organize 
complex ideas, concepts, and 
information to make important 
connections and distinctions; 
include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 
tables), and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 
 

• Identify a topic of interest 
• Find, examine, and 

organize all relevant 
information  

• Present topic in a clear, 
well-organized manner 
that incorporates visuals 
and multimedia  where 
appropriate 

• Demonstrate 
understanding of topic 
selected 

• Review skills necessary for researching 
topic of interest, differentiating between 
credible and non-credible sources 

• Offer graphic organizers to assist in 
students’ organization of findings 

• Promote the inclusion of visuals (graphs, 
charts, tables, etc.)and multimedia by 
providing sample texts that use visuals 
and multimedia as supporting information 

• Assess students’ understanding of 
selected topic – provide feedback for 
improvement as needed 

 

b. Develop the topic with well-
chosen, relevant, and sufficient 
facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic. 
 

• Use a supporting 
foundation of information 
obtained by relevant 
credible sources when 
composing writing  

• Incorporate detailed, 
textual support to 
enhance argument 

• Consider the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic 
when composing writing 

• Review research methods to determine 
credible sources 

• Model writing that incorporates relevant, 
textual support 

• Monitor and assess students’ writings for 
supporting strength of claim, relevance of 
evidence, and awareness of audience 

 

c. Use appropriate and varied 
transitions to link the major 
sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 

• Utilize transition words 
and phrases to develop 
fluency and a coherent 
structure that fosters the 
relationships between 
ideas 

• Review examples of transition words and 
their use in context through sample 
readings 

 

d. Use precise language and • Reference a dictionary, • Offer students opportunities to compare  



domain-specific vocabulary to 
manage the complexity of the 
topic. 

related texts, and a 
thesaurus to select the 
most appropriate diction 
for the task 

and contrast pieces that vary in their use 
of precision of language to identify the 
importance of diction 

e. Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective tone 
while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in 
which they are writing. 

• Adhere to rules of given 
writing format 

• Use appropriate point of 
view 

• Instruct students of the rules of standard 
format of citation 

• Model formal writings with an objective 
tone 

 

f. Provide a concluding statement 
or section that follows from and 
supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., 
articulating implications or the 
significance of the topic). 

• Develop a conclusion 
that addresses the 
significance of the topic 
and that synthesizes the 
supporting material 
included 

• Assess writings for topic relevance, 
diction, credible support, and fluency 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers develop effective narratives?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Text Types and Purpose 
Anchor Standard 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences. 
Standard: W. 9-10.3 
Vocabulary: narrative, point of view, characterization, diction, plot, conflict, dialogue, setting, figurative language terms, resolution 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the 
reader by setting out a 
problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one 
or multiple point(s) of view, 
and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; create a 
smooth progression of 
experiences or events. 

• Recall or imagine an 
experience relevant to given 
topic 

• Create characters and  
narration style to develop a 
progressive plot 

• Construct plot in a manner 
that is well-organized and 
fluent  

• Offer a selected reading for analysis of point of 
view, conflict, characterization, and plot 

• Foster class discussion of students’ analysis of 
these and other literary elements 

• Select and assign given topic for narrative 
• Initiate student presentations of selected topics 
 

 

b. Use narrative techniques, 
such as dialogue, pacing, 
description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or 
characters. 

• Incorporate dialogue and 
figurative language devices 
to enhance plot events and 
characters 

• Define a variety of figurative language devices 
and provide examples 

• Review and model the use of quotations and 
the incorporation of dialogue into narrative 
writing 

 

c. Use a variety of techniques 
to sequence events so that 
they build on one another to 
create a coherent whole. 

• Utilize transition words and 
phrases to develop fluency 
and a coherent structure  

• Review examples of transition words and their 
use in context through sample readings 

 

d. Use precise words and 
phrases, telling details, and 
sensory language to convey a 
vivid picture of the 
experiences, events, setting, 
and/or characters 

• Strengthen imagery of 
narrative by adding sensory 
language and supporting 
details 

• Access reference materials 
to enhance diction 

• Offer students opportunities to compare and 
contrast pieces of writing with varying degrees 
of imagery and applications of figurative 
language devices 

 

e. Provide a conclusion that 
follows from and reflects on 
what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over 
the course of the narrative. 

• Develop a conclusion that 
allows for conflict resolution 
and offers a reflective 
closing 

• Lead students in  selecting and sharing their 
best written paragraph of their narrative 

• Collect narratives for evaluation of student 
performance and/or distribute for peer reading 

 

 



Essential Question(s): How do writers create effective pieces of writing?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Production and Distribution of Text  
Anchor Standard 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.	  
Standard: W. 9-10.4  
Vocabulary: writing task, pre-write, purpose, organization, controlling sentence 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
4. Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific 
expectations for writing 
types are defined in 
standards 1–3 above.) 
 

• Comprehend assigned 
writing task  

• Pre-write to organize ideas 
in response to task 

• Compose a controlling 
sentence that addresses 
the writing task 

• Read instructions for writing task aloud to 
class  

• Provide ample time and space for thought 
processing and pre-write activity 

• Lead class in sharing their pre-write ideas 
• Instruct students to compose a controlling 

sentence that demonstrates comprehension 
and addresses the writing task 

 

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do writers use the writing process to improve text?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Production and Distribution of Text 
Anchor Standard 5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
Standard: W. 9-10.5 
Vocabulary: rubric, peer edit, pre-write, revise, edit, proofread, purpose, audience, point of view 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
5. Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most 
significant for a specific 
purpose and audience. 
 

• Use rubric to assess 
personal writing or the 
writing of peers 

• Conference with teacher to 
discuss improvements for 
writing 

• Gain feedback from peers 
for ways to improve writing 

• Identify and define each procedure in the 
writing process 

• Model the revision process 
• Provide students with specific feedback to 

improve writing (use of rubrics, comments, 
conferences, etc.) 

 

 
Essential Question(s): How do writers use technology to facilitate writing and collaboration?  



21st Century Skill: Information Literacy, Communication and Collaboration  
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Production and Distribution of Text 
Anchor Standard 6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 
Standard: W. 9-10.6  
Vocabulary: blog, website, social networking, PowerPoint, technology 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
6. Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update 
individual or shared writing 
products, taking advantage 
of technology’s capacity to 
link to other information and 
to display information 
flexibly and dynamically. 

• Post writings to blogs, 
class websites, approved 
social networks 

• Provide links to websites 
that relate to writings 

• Develop class blog, social network threads, 
and class web pages to which students 
may post writings. 

• Assign presentations which allow students 
to use PowerPoint and other related 
technology devices to present writings in 
creative ways. 

 

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do writers conduct research to demonstrate understanding of a subject?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Information Literacy                                                                                     
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation. 
Standard: W. 9-10.7 
Vocabulary:  credible sources, analysis, synthesis, investigative purpose 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
7. Conduct short as well as 
more sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including a self-
generated question) or 
solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 

• Comprehend the question posed 
or develop a credible question 
worthy of investigation 

• Use investigative research skills 
to identify resources helpful in 
identifying answers to the 
question 

• Conclude an answer to the 
question based on careful 
analysis of the selected, credible 
sources that demonstrates 
comprehension of subject matter 

• Provide questions for examination  
• Model a method for developing self-

generated questions for examination 
• Provide students the opportunity to 

use the library, media center, and 
technology to research answers to the 
questions 

• Use guided practice to review and 
assess students’ progress as they 
continue through the research 
process, redirecting as needed 

 

 
Essential Question(s): How do writers evaluate and use sources?   



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Information Literacy                                                                                                                               
Writing 
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and 
integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
Standard: W. 9-10.8  
Vocabulary: plagiarism, works cited/bibliography, citation, credible/non-credible sources, fluency 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess 
the usefulness of each 
source in answering the 
research question; integrate 
information into the text 
selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 
 

• Differentiate between credible 
and non-credible sources 

• Recognize that the credibility 
of one’s writing is dependent 
upon the credibility of the 
sources used.  

• Select pertinent information 
from less relevant information 

• Develop and maintain a 
fluency when incorporating 
supporting information 

• Define and identify the two 
types of plagiarism:  word for 
word and paraphrase 

• Understand plagiarism as an 
academic violation that has 
consequences 

• Refer to format styles for 
proper writing rules  

• Direct students to the variety of sources 
available and differentiate their 
credibility 

• Illustrate the components of a credible 
source 

• Provide examples of writing that fluently 
integrates supporting information 

• Define plagiarism, its types, and its 
consequences 

• Instruct students of the rules of 
standard format of citation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Question(s): How do writers apply evidence from text to support conclusions?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
Standard: W. 9-10.9 
Vocabulary:   Compare/Contrast, universal themes, diction, setting, characterization, plot, critique, fallacious reasoning, source credibility 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grades 9–10 
Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., “Analyze how 
an author draws on and 
transforms source material in 
a specific work [e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme 
or topic from Ovid or the Bible 
or how a later author draws 
on a play by Shakespeare]”). 
 

• Demonstrate 
understanding of how 
certain literary themes 
transcend time. 

• Analyze specific 
universal themes of the 
human condition and 
how they are interpreted 
and conveyed by 
different authors. 

• Differentiate between the 
settings, characters, and 
plot events of each work 
in a compare/contrast 
essay 

• Provide exposure to books and films which 
draw on similar content or themes 

• Have students compare and contrast the 
content of an earlier work to a later work 

• Teach students to analyze how knowledge 
of the earlier work promotes understanding 
of the later work 

• Brainstorm the ways the works may be 
compared and contrasted 

 

b. Apply grades 9–10 
Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious 
reasoning”). 

• Identify author’s claim 
• Evaluate its validity 

based on evidence and 
reasoning provided  

• Differentiate between 
valid and invalid claims & 
evidence 

• Write a critique that 
deems the text valid or 
invalid based on its 
foundation of support 
and composition 

 

• Review the elements of a logical argument 
i.e. fact/opinion, logical fallacy 

• Provide models of well-argued points 
• Provide examples of fallacious arguments 
• Assess students’ writings based on both 

composition and content (the reasons 
offered for deeming the text as valid or 
invalid) 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers successfully create text dependent upon the established time frame, task, purpose, and audience?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                           
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting 
or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Standard: W. 9-10.10  
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
10. Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
 

• Write using different time 
frames 

• Write various genres 
• Use various writing 

strategies for different time 
frames 

• Teach how writing varies according to 
determined time frame, task, purpose, and 
audience 

• Demonstrate the use of various graphic 
organizers for different time pieces. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language Arts Curriculum: Grades 9 & 10 



Speaking and Listening 
 

Essential Question(s): How do students express thoughts and ideas in an effective manner?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                            
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
Standard: SL. 9-10.1 
Vocabulary: collegial, Socratic, Shared Inquiry, synthesis, consensus   
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 
9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions 
prepared having read and 
researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other 
research on the topic or issue 
to stimulate a thoughtful, well-
reasoned exchange of ideas. 

• Prepare notes, questions, 
and/or discussion topics 
drawing on readings and 
additional research 

• Apply the reading 
strategies and the 
research process 
independently.  

• Choose, apply, and 
maintain an organizational 
structure appropriate to the 
purpose.   
 

• Teach students to prepare for discussion 
suggesting additional reading, topics to 
research further, etc 

• Explain and model the Socratic Dialogue 
• Initiate opportunities for discussion  

- Socratic Dialogue 
- Shared Inquiry  
- For more information on Shared 

Inquiry &Socratic Discussion see-  
-    The Great Books Website      

http://www.greatbooks.org/   
- Socratic Discussion Procedures  

http://www.rolandsmith.com/curriculu
m/zach/Socratic%20Discussion.pdf 

- Use questioning techniques and 
employ the higher level of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy.  

 

b. Work with peers to set 
rules for collegial discussions 
and decision-making (e.g., 
informal consensus, taking 
votes on key issues, 
presentation of alternate 
views), clear goals and 
deadlines, and individual roles 
as needed. 

• Reach consensus for rules 
and procedures for 
discussion 

• Demonstrate 
independence in decision-
making, goal setting, and 
deadlines.  

• Assume a variety of 
discussion roles  

• Demonstrate comfort and 
independence in the 

• Facilitate students’ establishment of rules 
and procedures for discussion that 
encourages cooperation   

• Review roles that one can take in a 
discussion  

• Teach and model comfort and 
independence in collaborative groups 
such as literature circles, fishbowl 
discussions, and Socratic seminar.  

 

 



participation of collegial 
discussions.  

 
c. Propel conversations by 
posing and responding to 
questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader 
themes or larger ideas; 
actively incorporate others 
into the discussion; and 
clarify, verify, or challenge 
ideas and conclusions. 
 

• Demonstrate comfort and 
independence with open-
ended questions and 
Shared Inquiry.  

• Monitor discussions for 
clarity, relevancy, and 
dissemination of ideas and 
information.  

• Elicit participation and 
opinions; and appropriately 
challenge ideas.  

 

• Model and facilitate effective discussions 
• Demonstrate and practice Shared Inquiry  
• Teach students to develop open-ended 

questions which lend to discussion  
• Provide students with a guide for 

generating higher level questions  
(i.e. Bloom’s Taxonomy)  

 

d. Respond thoughtfully to 
diverse perspectives, 
summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, 
and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and 
understanding and make new 
connections in light of the 
evidence and reasoning 
presented. 
 

• Paraphrase, summarize, 
justify, and synthesize 
information and ideas 
during discussion.  

• Connect with different 
points of view, remain 
open-minded, and 
reassess viewpoints.  

• Understand and use 
appropriate persuasive 
techniques and conflict-
resolution skills.  
 

• Encourage students to voice opposing 
viewpoints and perspectives by posing 
questions based on previous student 
statements  

• Review key points throughout to assist 
students in develop a discussion 
summary, inviting connections between 
the points being made  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use information presented in diverse formats to determine main ideas and supporting details? 



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.	  
Standard: SL. 9-10.2 
Vocabulary: credibility, accuracy  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
2. Integrate multiple sources 
of information presented in 
diverse media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of 
each source. 
 

• Evaluate information presented in diverse 
media or formats for credibility and accuracy. 

• Integrate information from multiple sources to 
determine new ideas 

• Assess information for multiple sources to 
codify supporting details  

• Analyze and weigh the value of contrary 
opinions and contradictory information 
making judgments regarding credibility and 
accuracy.  

• Choose the appropriate form of media for a 
given purpose.  
 

• Demonstrate how to assess information 
from multiple sources presented in 
diverse formats for credibility and 
accuracy. 

• Model how to integrate information from 
multiple sources into a coherent 
response.  

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do listeners evaluate speakers?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.	  
Standard: SL. 9-10.3 
Vocabulary: rhetoric, fallacious reasoning, exaggerated evidence, distorted evidence, bias 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
3. Evaluate a speaker’s 
point of view, reasoning, 
and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, identifying any 
fallacious reasoning or 
exaggerated or distorted 
evidence. 
 

• Analyze and evaluate a 
speaker’s evidence, 
inferences, assumptions, 
argument, and rhetoric.  

• Recognize bias, fallacious 
reasoning, or exaggerated or 
distorted evidence  

• Introduce and provide examples of logical fallacies (i.e. 
card-stacking, band wagon, non sequitur, slippery 
slope, ad hominem) 

• Expose students to speeches given for a range of 
purposes  

• Expose students to speeches of contradictory points of 
view and of varying quality. 

• Teach and model for students how to evaluate a 
speaker- provide rubric as a teaching tool for 
evaluation when applicable  

 

 



Essential Question(s): How do speakers vary their presentation of information dependent upon the established task, purpose and audience? 
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
Standard: SL. 9-10.4 
Vocabulary: purpose, audience, task, style  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
4. Present information, 
findings, and supporting 
evidence clearly, concisely, 
and logically such that 
listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning and the 
organization, development, 
substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and task. 

• Organize information, 
ideas, evidence, and 
claims clearly, concisely, 
and logically with attention 
to the needs of the 
audience, purpose, and 
task.  

• Refine the behaviors of an 
effective speaker as 
appropriate to the task, 
audience, and purpose.  

 

• Teach and model how to organize 
information to produce a coherent 
presentation  

• Identify the characteristics of various 
presentation formats  

• Provide opportunities for students to create 
presentations varying in purpose, task, and 
intended audience  
 

 

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do students enhance a presentation?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 5: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of 
presentations.	  
Standard: SL. 9-10.5 
Vocabulary: digital media  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
5. Make strategic use of 
digital media (e.g., textual, 
graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in 
presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence 
and to add interest. 

• Include relevant 
multimedia components to 
enhance presentation 
focusing on the 
understanding of findings 
and reasoning  

• Effectively use visuals to 
support presentation 

Model appropriate use of digital media to 
enhance presentations  

• Provide exemplary samples of 
presentations 
 

 

 



 
Essential Question(s): How do students demonstrate command of formal English?  
 21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                     
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate	  
Standard: SL. 9-10.6  
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
6. Adapt speech to a variety 
of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of 
formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 
 

• Identify audience and 
purpose for presentation 

• Use language appropriate 
to situation 

• Review characteristics of formal and 
informal English language (transitions, 
slang, pronunciation etc)  

• Provide opportunities for use of formal and 
informal English 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language Arts Curriculum: Grades 9 & 10 



Language 
 
Essential Question(s): How do students effectively use the convections of standard English to convey a message?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Convections of Standard English   
Anchor Standard 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.	  
Standard: L.2.1 
Vocabulary: parallel structure, oral discourse, phrases, independent clauses, dependent clauses  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Use parallel structure.* 
 
 

• Strengthen oral and 
written language by 
revising and editing for 
parallel structure when 
appropriate and effective.  

• Analyze and evaluate the 
effect of parallel structure 
in professional, peer, and 
personal writing.  

• Define parallel structure 
• Provide examples of parallel 

structure in text and orally 
  

 

b. Use various types of phrases (noun, 
verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 
prepositional, absolute) and clauses 
(independent, dependent; noun, 
relative, adverbial) to convey specific 
meanings and add variety and interest 
to writing or presentations. 

• Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
absolute phrase. 

• Strengthen oral and 
written language by 
revising and editing for a 
variety of phrases and 
clauses when 
appropriate. 

•  Analyze and evaluate 
the effect of a variety of 
phrases and clauses on 
creating interest and 
adding meaning to 
professional, peer, and 
personal writing.  
 

• Review the various types of phrases 
and clauses  

• Provide examples of the use of 
various phrases and clauses to 
provide interest and meaning 

• Provide opportunities for revising 
and editing to strengthen oral and 
written language 

 

 
 
 
Essential Question(s): How do students effectively use the convections of standard English mechanics to convey a message?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Convections of Standard English   
Anchor Standard 2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.	  
Standard: L.2.2 
Vocabulary: colon, semicolon, independent clauses, conjunctive adverb 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Use a semicolon (and 
perhaps a conjunctive adverb) 
to link two or more closely 
related independent clauses. 

• Analyze relationships between 
independent clauses to determine 
when a semi-colon is appropriate.  

• Strengthen writing by linking related 
independent clauses when 
appropriate and effective.  

•  Analyze and evaluate professional, 
peer, and personal writing for the 
effect of varying sentence types in 
creating and sustaining interest.  

• Post and review conjunctive adverbs 
• Review proper use of semicolons in 

sentence combining 
• Provide opportunities for revising 

and editing 

 

b. Use a colon to introduce a list 
or quotation. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the 
function and use of a colon. 

• Apply the use of a colon appropriately 
to writing. 

• Review proper use of  the colon to 
introduce a list or quotation 

• Provide opportunities for revising 
and editing 

 

c. Spell correctly. 
 

• Use digital or print resources to assist 
in spelling  

• Review lists of commonly misspelled 
words 

• Provide resources to assist in 
spelling  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Question(s): How do students use their knowledge of language to communicate effectively and increase understanding?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Knowledge of Language    
Anchor Standard 3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening	  
Standard: L. 9-10.3  
Vocabulary: style guide, MLA, APA 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
a. Write and edit work so 
that it conforms to the 
guidelines in a style manual 
(e.g., MLA Handbook, 
Turabian’s Manual for 
Writers) appropriate for the 
discipline and writing type. 

• Produce written work that 
complies with style guide  

• Provide style guide 
• Review key elements of the style guide 
• Provide examples of correct format 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Question(s): How do students use context clues and word parts to clarify the meaning of unknown words?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                     
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use     
Anchor Standard 4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing 
meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.	  
Standard: L. 9-10.4 
Vocabulary: context clues, inference, etymology  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence, 
paragraph, or text; a word’s 
position or function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

• Apply an understanding of the various types of 
context clues to determine word or phrase 
meaning 

• Apply an understanding of inference and 
drawing conclusions to determine word or 
phrase meaning 

• Review and model use of 
context clues to determine 
meaning 

 
 
 

 

b. Identify and correctly use 
patterns of word changes that 
indicate different meanings or 
parts of speech (e.g., analyze, 
analysis, analytical; advocate, 
advocacy). 

• Apply an understanding of the relationship 
between the form and meaning of a word.  

• Recognize patterns of word changes that affect 
meaning or parts of speech.  

• Provide examples of patterns 
of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of 
speech  

• Provide students with practice 
using the correct part of 
speech  

 

c. Consult general and 
specialized reference materials 
(e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of 
a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning, its part of 
speech, or its etymology. 

• Strengthen writing by using reference materials 
both print and digital to refine word choices 

• Use reference materials to find the 
pronunciation, part of speech, and etymology of 
unknown words 

 

• Review how to use and locate 
appropriate reference 
materials (i.e. dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses)  

• Review how to use a 
pronunciation key in a 
dictionary 

 
 

 

d. Verify the preliminary 
determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the inferred meaning in context or 
in a dictionary). 

• Demonstrate the frequent and appropriate use 
of print and digital reference materials in order 
to improve comprehension of written and 
spoken text.  

• Strengthen writing and speaking by consulting 
reference materials, both print and digital, to 
confirm revisions and/or editorial choices.  

• Have students consult print 
and digital reference materials 

 

 

 
Essential Question(s): How do students demonstrate their understanding of word meaning when making connections between related words?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use     
Anchor Standard 5: Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.	  
Standard: L. 9-10.5 
Vocabulary: figures of speech, euphemism, oxymoron, nuances, denotation, connotation 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., euphemism, 
oxymoron) in context and 
analyze their role in the text. 

• Recognize and interpret figurative language 
in spoken and written language. 

• Analyze and evaluate the effect of figurative 
language on theme, style, and meaning.  

• Use figurative language appropriately and 
effectively in speaking and writing.  

• Provide examples of figures of 
speech including euphemism and 
oxymoron  

• Create opportunities for students 
to interpret figures of speech in 
speaking and writing  

 

b. Analyze nuances in the 
meaning of words with 
similar denotations. 

• Analyze written language for connotations, 
word relationships, nuances, and 
differences in denotative shades of 
meaning.  

• Use words with connotations and nuances 
of meaning appropriately and effectively in 
speech and writing  

• Review the difference between 
connotation and denotation 

• Provide activities that foster 
effective word choice based on 
connotation and denotation.   
 

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do student apply their knowledge of the English language to communicate most effectively?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use     
Anchor Standard 6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering 
an unknown term important to comprehension or expression.	  
Standard: L. 9-10.6  
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

• Use grade appropriate 
language and vocabulary at 
a level of proficiency  

• Independently use standard 
English to communicate 
effectively 

• Model appropriate standard 
English 

• Provide speaking and writing 
opportunities during which 
students can strengthen 
command of standard English  

 

 


